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Shrove  
Sunday  

Pancakes 

Sunday, February 26  One worship service at DRC 10 am 

Our DRC tradition of celebrating Shrove Sunday continues on February 26     

after our 10 am worship service.  

Let us treat you to a delicious pancake breakfast, while you get materials to 

help you prepare for Lent. We will have Lenten devotionals for you as well      

as lots of kids crafts and a special project for the adults, too. Each craft will   

represent an aspect of Lent that you can display or use to help enrich your    

observance of this most special time.  Join us! 

DRC’s Ash Wednesday Tradition 
  

The Ash Wednesday pot luck supper has become one of our favorite meals.  We bring foods that we       

imagine would be on the tables of the first followers of Jesus:  smoked fish, breads, fruits, figs, chicken, 

cheese, dates, and hummus – be creative!  We share the dishes in the spirit of the “agape meals”         

described in the book of Acts (“agape” is the Greek word for “love.”).   
 

As was the custom of Biblical times, the meal ends with the Lord’s Supper, we share the Bread of Life    

and the Cup of Blessing.  We also mark the beginning of the Lenten season with the administration of    

ashes (completely optional of course).  Ashes are a symbol of repentance often mentioned in the Bible.  

They also call us to remember our mortality, as we begin our spiritual journey with Jesus to the cross.    
 

Dinner and communion Wednesday, February 10 ~ 6 pm  Fellowship Hall. 
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Softball Season is coming soon! 
 

More information on practices 
and games coming soon!! 

Mark your calendar  

 February 26 ~ One worship service    

    10 am ~ Shrove Sunday Pancakes       
     & Lenten Projects 
 

 February 26 - March 5 -  
  Family Promise Week 
 

   March 1 ~ Ash Wednesday     

      Agape Meal and communion 
 

March 2  ~  Senior Lunch 
 

March 5 ~ RPMs leading worship 
 

March 11 - Men’s Breakfast 
 

March 14 ~ Ruth Circle 
 

March 14 ~ Women of Wisdom 
 

March 11 & 25 ~ Men’s Breakfast 
 

March 18 - RPM’s  
       Grounds for Giving ~ coffee house 
 

March 25 - Men’s Breakfast 

 

At the annual congregational dinner Sunday, January 29, 
the DRC Search Team presented a profile of the candidate for 
the senior minister position at DRC.   
 

Saturday, February 11, the Search Committee hosted a dinner 
for Consistory and Staff to meet the candidate for dinner.   
 

The candidate lead worship at DRC Sunday, February 12.   
 

Following the service the congregation met and expressed 
their approval of the candidate.  The Consistory heard the will 
of the congregation and then met separately to vote on  
extending a Call to the candidate.  The candidate has verbally 
accepted the Call.  (Once the candidate has informed his 
church, we will then publish his name).    
 

The process continues as we meet with the candidate to work 
out salary, benefits, job description, etc. as well as a starting 
date.  Once that has happened, the issued Call is sent to 
Classis for their approval of the candidate.   
 

As in the past,   the congregation will be kept informed as the 
process continues.    

Search Team News 

$50 for Camp Fowler Campers 
 

Camp Fowler is one of those rare places combining the outdoors, fellow-
ship and worship – and fun!  
 

DRC will provide $50 for each camper toward the cost of camp!  When 
you register be sure to select DRC as your church.  Everyone will receive 
this gift!  Check out Camp Fowler online www.campfowler.org  to register, 
or just learn more about it. 

http://www.campfowler.org
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D. Elton Trueblood, the Quaker author and  
teacher, was my mentor at Earlham College.     
He wrote over 40 books during his life and died   
at age 94. Asked in his mid-80's how he felt  
about coming to the end of his life he said,         
"In the best books the last chapter is very         
important and occasionally the best part".   
That also fits with interim ministries. Interim      
ministries can't be seen for what they are until 
they are over. 
 

DRC is #25 for me since 1981 when I began. 
When I leave at the end of March, I will have  
been with you folks for 18 months - September 
2015 to March 2017. Some of the other interims 
have often been churches that were in great 
stress so that we were essentially beginning 
anew. I have frequently looked back and seen 
those congregations as analogous to infants and  
compared how the work went with how an infant 
has grown after so many months. I was with one 
church only three months and not much changed. 
They learned to gurgle and smile a bit but that 
was about all. I was with another 22 months and 
they were walking, talking, and definitely  
demonstrating that they had a mind of their own.  
It is not an analogy to be pushed too hard but  
you get the idea. 
 

Now DRC has indeed been different. It most  
decidedly does not feel like I got here at a  
beginning and worked with a growing infant.   
DRC reminds me much more of an extended time 
with old friends whom one has known for years.  
Most crisply put, you are a congregation on the  
extended family/old friend model in that you live 
life as it comes rather than trying to push life into 
some predetermined idea of what is right and  

 
 

good.  Mostly, I have met you as a collection of 
highly diverse people living together and trying    
to grasp God in that living.  It has been most  
refreshing as this time with you has followed  
several much more stressful situations. 
 

In every interim, some aspect stands out. In one  
it was program organization and management    
as we spun off a couple of programs into  
independent ministries and re-configured the  
program work of the congregation. In another,       
it was financial re-organization putting the  
congregation on a solid workable financial base.  
 

Here at DRC it has been worship.  You are  
certainly fun to preach with, preaching being a 
contact sport!  And your willingness to indulge my 
experiments with Morning Prayer has been a joy.  
Also, Eucharist. This most deep, most intimate, 
and most moving of shared experiences with 
Christ has been real for me here - which has not 
always been the case. The intimations of Jesus, 
the palpable sense of community, and the  
presence of God that is perceived when we have 
some sense of one another’s joys and pains has 
been deeply moving in our time together. 
 

So thank you my dear friends in Christ. Some jobs 
as we all know are just plain work. In this one I 
have been given a gift for life such that the rest of 
life will be different because we have been  
together on the Way. You will be in my prayers as 
we move past this fork in the road and part. The 
good news is that journeys continue, all roads 
have intersections, and so I will be looking  
forward to occasional glimpses of you down the 
road a piece. 
 

 Rett Zabriskie 

Saturday, April 8 
MOPS invites families for an Easter Breakfast 
 

Sunday, April 9 
Hosanna!   Palm Sunday   9:30 & 11:15 Worship 
  

Maundy Thursday, April 13  7pm 
A special communion service and 
commemoration of the night in the Upper Room 
when Jesus bade farewell to his disciples. 
  

 

The Prayer Labyrinth will be in Fellowship 
Hall Thursday, Friday afternoon, and 
Saturday. 
 

Easter Sunday , April  16 
6:30  Sunrise service @ West Capital Park 
9:30  Traditional worship at DRC 
11:15  Contemporary worship at DRC 

The Last Chapter 

Holy Week Schedule 
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The RPMs are headed to Chicago 
for our annual mission trip! 
  

This group of 48 (students and 
adults) will work with the organiza-
tion DOOR Network helping in the 
inner city, volunteering in an elder 
care center,  Doing urban garden-
ing, helping at a local church, and 
working in an outreach center.  
 

YOU CAN HELP MAKE THIS 
TRIP A REALITY!!! 
 

While each person contributes  
towards the cost of the trip, the 
remainder of the expenses are   
covered through fundraising activi-
ties, corporate donations and    
assistance from congregations.  
 

Your contribution is tax-deductible. 
When the group returns, there will 
be a complimentary program, and 
the students will share information 
about their experience.  Checks 
can be delivered (please make 
them payable to RPM Seniors)   
to the Church Office.  
 

Grounds for Giving  
Coffeehouse Fundraiser 

Saturday, March 18 
Fellowship Hall 

Tickets: 2 for $25 
 

Be entertained by The Sacandaga 
String Band as they play original 
music and covers from bands like 
Mumford and Sons, Nickel Creek, 
the Rolling Stones and many 
more.  
 

The RPMs will serve hors  
d’oeuvres and an array of desserts 
and coffees!  
 

As always, we will have our  
wonderful silent auction and raffle.    
 

For those with young kids child-
care will be provided for $5.00 
(prior registration required) so  
parents can spend an evening out 
for a good cause! 
 

RPM News A summer mission trip  

The mission trip will be a local one this summer. 
 

Plans are being finalized for a group from DRC to work at Camp 
Fowler in Speculator, NY July 9-15. 
 

Work projects will be varied:  
 bathroom remodel    general construction  
 finish work   chinking the log buildings  
 painting and landscaping   
 

There will be work for all skill levels and interests.  As with the past 
local mission trips, if you can’t commit to the entire week, we should 
be able to accommodate shorter time commitments.   
 

Since summer camp will be in session, we will be staying in the Chi 
Rho House (real beds!) and eating in Fenimore dining hall.  Costs  
will be minimal, mainly transportation.  For additional information 
please contact Paul Hesse, 439-8155. 
 

AND   

Got Mission? 
Calling all Party Planners to help with the FOCUS Gala in fall 2017 
(date TBD).  We need many hands to make light work of this joyful 
event.  Call Peggy Becker at 475-9099.  

At the Sunday, February 12 meeting, Consistory unanimously   
approved funding for renovations and improvements to the     
Delaware Avenue Parsonage.  Our new Senior pastor and   
family are choosing to live in the house.  Consistory approved 
spending up to $75,000 for these renovations and improve-
ments.  The funds will be appropriated from the Capital Reserve 
Fund.   
 

Work will include: 

 Total interior repainting, new carpeting, floor refinishing. 

 Renovations to the kitchen and the two bathrooms. 

 Finishing of a portion of the basement.  

 Upgrades of the electric and replacement of light fixtures. 

 New air conditioning, dehumidifiers,  

 smoke/carbon monoxide alarms. 

 Exterior chimney and slate roof repairs. 
 Additional fencing and plantings for increased privacy.   
 

The goal is to complete a majority of the work prior to the move-
in of Pastor Chris and his family, dependent on their schedule. 
 

Some work will occur following their move in, allowing the family  
to live in the house, and see what else may be needed.  The  
total project is projected to span 2017-2018.    

Updating the Parsonage  
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Living a Life Filled  
With Thankfulness 
Deacon’s Fund 
While the little suburb of Delmar, New York appears 
to be a comfortable and wealthy community, there are 
a surprising number of residents who are struggling 
on the margins of poverty.  Sickness, unemployment, 
and the general economic recession have brought 
many families to near economic disaster.  Our Town 
of Bethlehem food pantry, for example, is being used 
at record breaking levels. 
  

The DRC congregation has had a long standing 
tradition of helping our neighbors in need.   
  

We maintain a “Deacons’ Fund” which is used to help 
local families as well as the needy who are traveling 
through town.  We never hand out cash; instead we 
help pay a past due utility bill, or fill a gas tank, or 
purchase a meal.  We provide formula for babies, 
school supplies for kids or pay the current month’s 
installment for the family’s auto insurance.  It has 
been an invaluable source of compassion and 
assistance for families that are struggling just to get 
by. 
  

The Deacon’s Fund is funded by people who want to 
help DRC make an immediate difference in 
someone’s life.   
  

Please consider making a donation to the DRC 
Deacon’s Fund.  An envelope is enclosed for your 
convenience.   

Prayer & Praise 

 Prayers of healing:  Pam Stewart, Rich Hale, 

Willie Demoly 
 

Prayers of Comfort: 

For the Marston Family on the loss of Tom’s 
mom. 
For Scott Carlton and family on the death of 
Tricia, February 21.  
 

Prayers of Safety: for Christopher West, as he 

is deployed to Pakistan for 2 months.  
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving: 

For the birth of Rhys Patrick, born 1/28/17, son of 
Courtney & Eric French, grandson of Russell 
Atwood, great-grandson of Eleanor Atwood 

DRC Groups & Meetings 
 

Senior Luncheon is scheduled for 12:30 pm Thursday, 

March 2.  Please call the church office,439-9929, for more 
information or a reservation. 
 

Women of Wisdom (W.O.W.) will meet for lunch in 

Bennett Parlors Tuesday, March 14 at 12:30 pm 
  

Ruth Circle continues to meet the 2nd Tuesday of the 

month, March 14 at 7 p.m. in Bennett Parlors. 

  

Mid-Week Bible Study  Pastor Rett leads this study.  

They meet here at DRC, Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
  

MOPS  ~  Mothers of Preschoolers 
  

Moms of newborns to preK kids  join us for fun, food and 
learning how to be better moms.   

  

We meet Wednesdays 9:30-11:30am in Bennett Parlors. 
Childcare is provided!  For more information please call 
Kathy Brown,  429-4081.  “Snow Days”  If the Bethlehem 
School District is closed MOPS is canceled.  If school is 
delayed, an e-mail will be sent if we are having MOPS. 
  

Men’s Breakfast:  Saturdays, March 11 & 25  The 

meeting begins at 8 am, the second and fourth Saturdays  
of the month.  All men of DRC are welcome! 
  

  

Christmas Baskets and Easter Flowers 
 

Did you ever wonder what we did with all the jars of 

jellies, homemade goodies we ask for every year?  

Well this year, I can tell you that we filled 25 baskets 

full of fruit, homemade goodies and jars of jellies and 

delivered them all to members of DRC who have had 

a significant loss, having medical issues or are older 

and enjoy homemade goodies and a visit from their 

friends at DRC.   
 

In the Spring we deliver Easter flowers to this same 

group of people.  It is a nice way to stay in touch with 

our church family during hard times and as people   

get older.  If you are ever interested in helping this 

Ministry out, please contact Linda Mayou at 635-1118 

or amayouiii@nycap.rr.com. It is a very rewarding   

experience. 
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  Update on the DRC Endowment Fund 

Each year, the DRC congregation votes one new member to the Endowment Fund committee.  
 

The committee is pleased to welcome Peter Hackman, who joins a group of seven members      
committed to guide the endowment fund. The Endowment Fund has benefitted greatly from the  
leadership of Tom Marston whose term ended at the end of 2016. Thank you Tom for your wisdom 
and dedication.  Eileen Bird now takes over the leadership of the Endowment Fund. 
 

As reported at the congregational meeting, 46 individuals made contributions to the endowment in 
2016, for a total of $61,928. Funds from the endowment supported renovations to the Fellowship 
Hall kitchen, electrical work, and roof repairs on DRC properties.  
 

The kitchen project was funded in large part through a contribution from the estate of Janet Vogel,   
a beloved member of the DRC congregation. At the congregational meeting Bob Bosman spoke   
eloquently of Janet’s commitment to Delmar Reformed Church over many years and her laudable 
culinary skills. 
 

Included in the 2016 revenue were the initial contributions towards the newly established Dave    
and Sue Corlett Mission Fund.  In the future, income from this fund will be used to support DRC’s     
mission outreach. 

EASTER SUNDAY   April 16 
 

There are three ways to remember loved ones through a memorial gift this Easter: 
 

 1. Purchase flowering plants to beautify the church during worship.  After worship you can take them home,  
 or leave them to be donated. 
  

2. Contribution to the Church Grounds Fund; your gift will be used to beautify the church property with improved   
 landscaping.  

  

3. Contribution to our Endowment Fund; your loved one’s name is recorded and your gift is part of the legacy of  
  the church.  Endowment Funds are not spent, only interest earned is used.  
 

  Fill out the appropriate boxes and bring this form, along with your check or cash to the church office. 

 Deadline:  Monday, April 10 
  -    -    -    -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -      

  

NOTE:  Each fund requires a separate check and made payable as follows:  
  

 _____  Easter Plant         $_____  DRC Flower Fund 
  

_____  Church Grounds Fund     $_____  DRC Grounds Fund  
  

_____  Endowment Fund  $_____  DRC Endowment Fund  
  

 Choice of Easter Plant  (circle color choice) 
  

_____ Easter Lily (white only)  $11.00 
  

_____ Hydrangia        (pink or blue)    $16.00 
  

_____ Hyacinth       (purple or white)    $9.00 
  

_____ Tulips             (pink)      $9.00 
  

_____   I will pick up flowers after the worship service.     
  

_____   I will leave flowers in church to be delivered to a person at home. 
  
  

 In memory of   
  

           
  

 Given by   
  

           

Names as they are to be printed in bulletin.   

mailto:amayouiii@nycap.rr.com

